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to : SAC, MIAMI (58A-MM-NEW) (PC-1) (P) Date 2/25/93 


Subject: 


/RONALD- H. B^OWN, AKA 
y Ron / Brown'; 


UNITED STATES SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; 
CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH; 

HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 

00: MM 


The SAC is requested to approve the initiation of a 
full investigation into allegations relating to possible 
corruption and Hobbs Act violations which may have been committed 
by U.S. Secretary of Commerce RONALD H. BROWN. The purpose of 
this memo is to provide a brief description of the allegations. 

A detailed LHM will follow. 

On 2/20/93, the Miami Office received information from 
a confidential source that | 

w as maki ng allegations of corruptio n involving BROWN. On 
2/21/931 Iwas interviewed and advised 



On 2/22/93 
this matter.I 


was interviewed regardin 
















All logical leads and interviews which result from 
interview will be pursued. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


02/23/93 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


2/23/93 


an< 


ar 


was contacted at: 
Uy Special Agents (SA) 


After being advised 


of the identities of the interviewing agents and of the nature of 
the interview, he provided the following information: 
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b7C 

b7D 
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b7D 


Investigation on 2/22/93 


by 



at Ft Lauder dale, 



MWlZ/mwl 

Z7 


Florida File# 


Date dictated 


58A-MM 


-MM— 


2/23/93 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 






To 


SAC, MIAMI (58A-MM-NEW) 


Date 2/23/93 


From 


SA 


(D-l) 


Subject: RONALD BROWN 

/SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; 
. / BRIBERY MATTER 

\y OO: MIAMI 


For information of the SAC, Miami, On 2/20/93, a 
confidential source of proven reliability was contacted by the 
reporting agent and provided the following information: 
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Control of General /Drug/Valuable Evident 
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8/19/93 


ED General Evidence CU Drug Evidence d Valuable Evidence 

HU Special Handling Requirement (i.e., FBI Lab Instructions Re Body Fluid Stains, Whole Blood, etc.) 


Title and Character of Case 

FILE NO. 58A-MM-62892 

RONALD H. BROWN, 

AKA RON BROWN; OO: JE_ 

U.S. SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; 

CFPO - EXECUTIVE 


Date Acquired 

Acquired From: 



8/17/93 

Federal Grand Jury XAUSA 


1- C 

To Be Returned 
El Yes □ No 

See Serial 

Acquiring Agent 

Case Agent 

.DU 

b7C 


3A 

SA 


0 Yes □ No 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 



□ Yes @ No Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 


Description of Property (Be Specific) 
See attached. 
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_ Date ^(/^J 


.t^General Evidence D Drug Evidence Cl Valuable Evidence 

H3 Special Handling Requirement (i.e., FBI Lab Instructions Re Body Fluid Stains, Whole Blood, etc.) 


Title and Character of Case 
{i, W Vv * 

vi.S. S? ^ Ci^^n-c-R. 

^.-TtecoV^Ni-v fvsC-K. 

\v^> Vb s rvoV. 


Date Acquired Acquired From:_ 


FILE NO. S£j\sJ}l ^ J (e£Lg_ 

00: njt _1_ 




-To - Be Returned See Serial Acqui ring Agent _ Case Agent _ 

SYes Ono 5ft. [ | S(K 


Cl Yes ET No Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 


□ Yes BTNo Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 


Description of Property (Be Specific) 

_ (o°S £ 'V-$> 

- x Vs-s 

_ \ WWY. ProVWV 


A 


tA 


^ <2 Al 


FOR DRUG AND/OR VALUABLE EVIDENCE ONLY - NAMES OF TWO AGENTS 
INITIALLY VERIFYING AND SEALING: 


For Use By ECT: 




BLOCKSTAMP 
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Date ?///f-S 


General Evidence O Drug Evidence Q Valuable Evidence 

CU Special Handling Requirement (i.e., FBI Lab Instructions Re Body Fluid Stains, Whole Blood, etc.) 


Title and Character of Case 

tfo/JALV H- &ADOJ/J 
C- v ti uer 

a&t 


Date Acquired Acquired From: 

*43 F&p&w-c- 6 -Aa^d faas ( 


FILE NO. FAF- /Hsrt- 6JZFP£~ 
OO: /FA _ 



To Be Returned See Serial Acqu iring Agent 
JS1 Yes □ No ^ I 


Case Agent 

r 


0. Yes CU No Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 


□ Yes [ 3 * No Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 



For Use By ECT: 
Location of Property: 


Control Number: 


(File Copy) 
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[El General Evidence HU Drug Evidence 


y//*3 


O Valuable Evidence 


C] Special Handling Requirement (i.e., FBI Lab Instructions Re Body Fluid Stains, Whole Blood, etc.) 


Title and Character of Case 


//. $AOlJaJ 

C FpO - 


FILE NO. 


Date Acquired Acquired From: 

f^3j 3 (rPAW (ArUSA 




To Be Returned See Serial Acquiring Agent 
P Yes □ No ,, I- 


Yes HU No Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 


D Yes jEk No Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 


Description of Property (Be Specific) 





FOR DRUG AND/OR VALUABLE EVIDENCE ONLY - NAMES OF TWO AGENTS 
INITIALLY VERIFYING AND SEALING: 



For Use By ECT: 
Location of Property: 














Control of General/Drug/Valuable Evidence 



D Special Handling Requirement (i.e., FBI Lab Instructions Re Body Fluid Stains, Whole Blood, etc.) 



Title and Character of Case 

/je/JAtJp //, 

C. pPo - 


FILE NO. -/H/A Z. 

OO: /AAA _ 


Date Acquired Acquired From: 


*7-ZD.- iS 

To/Be Returned 
I2f Yes □ No 




See Serial Acquiring Agent 

jA I 


Case Agent 
/A~ 


□ Yes Hd No 


Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 


□ Yes □nlo Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 

K3 Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 
El UNCLAS 

Date 2/24/93 


FBI 


PRECEDENCE: 
El Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 


FM FBI MIAMI (58A-MM-NEWT (PC-1) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT ^ 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3460// 



JBJECT: RONALD H. BROWN, AKA RON BROWN; UNITED STATES 

SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS 
(CFPO) - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; OOrMM. 

ALLEGED 


ON FEBRUARY 22, 1993 


THAT COMMERCE SECRETARY RON BROWN MAY HAVE RECEIVED A PAYOFF 
FOR HIS COMMITMENT TO FAVORABLY INFLUENCE U.S. TRADE POLICY 
FOR THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. THE SOURCE ALLEGED THAT 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 










4 4 


"PAGE 3 (58A-MM-NEW) UNCLAS 



THE SOURCE HAS AGREED TO SUBMIT TO A POLYGRAPH 
EXAMINATION WHICH WILL BE CONDUCTED BY THE MIAMI OFFICE ON 
FEBRUARY 25, 1993. 


FOR INFORMATION, MIAMI HAS DETERMINED THAT RON BROWN WAS 
NOMINATED AS SECRETARY OF COMMERCE ON DECEMBER 12, 1992 AND 
SWORN-IN ON JANUARY 21, 1993. ACCORDING TO THE SOURCE, 



A DETAILED SUMMARY TELETYPE CONCERNING THIS MATTER WILL 
FOLLOW. 

BT 











Memorandum 



To : 

SAC, MIAMI (58A-0) 


Date 2/25/93 

From : 

SA 


(PC-1) 


Subject: / 

/ 

RONALD H. BROWN, 




AKA RON BROWN; 

UNITED STATES SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; 
CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS - 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH; 

HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION 
00: MIAMI 


Airhhori tv is requested to conduct a polygraph 
examination of 


concerning allegations he made in captioned matter. 




58A-0 

94-342 




jsrW c -D.A-- 1 

|Sf ' - - 


FEB 2 S 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 
SI Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 
m Immediate 
□ Priority 
O Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 
12 UNCLAS 

Date 2/25/93 


FM FBI MIAMI (58 A-MM-NEW) (PC-1) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 


UNCLAS 


CITE: //3460// 


PASS: SSI 


PUBLIC CORRUPTION UNIT. 


v/ 


UBJECT: RONALD H. BROWN, AKA RON BROWN; UNITED STATES 


SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; OOrMM. 
RE MIAMI TELETYPE DATED FEBRUARY 24, 1993. 

ON FEBRUARY 20, 1993, A RELIABLE CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE IN 
THE MIAMI OFFICE ADVISED THE FBI THAT 


Approved: 


Time Received: 


MRI/JULIAN DATE: 


PARCHED_ 

Vhbh-Oi % _ __ 

S&:-;; A l S2E CjK — _ 



Original filename: CAVqq± g_ & 


Telprep filename: 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPT, 


■ ^ » 

aAcE: 


l_ .SN 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 
El Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 
m Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 
m UNCLAS 

Date 3/3/93 


FM FBI MIAMI (58A-MM-62892) (PC-1) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 


UNCLAS 


CITE: //3460// 

PASS: WHITE COLLAR CRIME SECTION, PUBLIC CORRUPTION UNIT, SSA 




JBJECT: RONALD H. BROWN, AKA RON BROWN; UNITED STATES 


SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 00:MM. 

RE MIAMI TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED FEBRUARY 25, 1993. 
PURPOSE: THIS IS TO APPRISE THE BUREAU OF PERTINENT 

DEVELOPMENTS IN CAPTIONED INVESTIGATION SINCE FEBRUARY 25, 
1993. ON FEBRUARY 25, 1993, THE COOPERATING WITNESS (CW) WAS 
GIVEN A POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION BY THE MIAMI OFFICE. 


^S>ec? Co-rfcno^ p 0 / ^3 




Approve 


Time Received: 


MRI/JULIAN DATE: 


itlCfEXED 
?iL£D H 




FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 


C/?T> oozuJ. 


Original filename: j LJ o 

_ Telprep filename: &QS>OOdSO .O(o> 
_isn: QSb _ 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 
® Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 
1X1 Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 
E! UNCLAS 

Date 3/10/93 


FM FBI MIAMI (58A-MM-62892) (PC-1) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 


UNCLAS 


CITE: //3460// 

PASS: WHITE COLLAR CRIME SECTION, PUBLIC CORRUPTION UNIT, SSA 


SUBJECT: ^RONALD H. BROWN, AKA RON BROWN; UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 00:MM. 

RE MIAMI TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED MARCH 3, 1993. 

PURPOSE: BASED ON INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE 

COOPERATING WITNESS AND IN FURTHERANCE OF THE CAPTIONED 
INVESTIGATION, THE MIAMI DIVISION REQUESTS AUTHORITY TO OBTAIN 


THE FOLLOWING: 


Approved: 


Time Received: 


MRI/JULIAN DATE: 



Original filename: _ 
Telprep filename: 


}JH_\ /OQi ISN: 3° 


SEARCHED_ 

la mmcRC 

SE&IALlZJSD 


j/|- mm - 0 

QOlMfc 



FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 






/ 




"PAGE 2 (58A-MM-62892) UNCLAS 

BUREAU AUTHORIZATION FOR COURT ORDER TRAP AND TRACES IN 



A GRAND JURY SUBPOENA FOR ANY AND ALL RECORDS RELATING TO 




ADDRESS. 

ALSO, THE MIAMI DIVISION REQUESTS THAT THE BUREAU ADVISE 


b3 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b3 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


OF THE RESULTS OF THE SUBPOENA SERVED ON 
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b3 

b6 

b7C 

blD 


INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING 











FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 
H] Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 
|X] Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 
E UNCLAS 

Date 3/11/93 


FM FBI MIAMI (58A-MM-62892) (PC-1) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/ROUTINE/ 


UNCLAS 


CITE: //3460// 


SUBJECT: \JR0NALD H. BROWN, AKA RON BROWN; UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 00:MM. 

RE MIAMI TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED FEBRUARY 25, 1993 


AND MIAMI TELCALL TO SSA 


ON MARCH 2, 1992. 


PURPOSE: BUREAU AUTHORITY IS REQUESTED TO UTILIZE AN 

ELECTRONIC DEVICE TO MONITOR AND/OR RECORD PRIVATE 
CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN A COOPERATING WITNESS (CW) ( 

AND OTHERS YET UNKNOWN IN CONNECTION WITH A 
PUBLIC CORRUPTION MATTER FOR A PERIOD OF 30 DAYS. TELEPHONIC 


AUTHORITY WAS GRANTED IN REFERENCED TELCALL. 


Approved: 


Time Received: 


MRU JULIAN DATE: 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 


SE ARCHED_____ 

Iif Dlf .. 

SEKiALl^X^U-— 

_Original filename: CAhooMi 

_Telprep filename: &M00JS6, 01 20 

H/3.3 ( ISN: 1*1 

7 7 US* 

CE: b- 7 / 
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DETAILS: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOJ) APPROVAL IS 

REQUIRED BECAUSE THE INTERCEPTION RELATES TO AN INVESTIGATION 
OF MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH AT EXECUTIVE LEVEL IV OR 
ABOVE. 


MIAMI PRINCIPAL LEGAL ADVISOR 


HAS 


REVIEWED THIS COMMUNICATION FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY. 



b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


PRIOR TO 


TO 










'"'PAGE 3 (58A-MM-62892) UNCLAS 


MIAMI INTENDS TO CONSENSUALLY MONITOR ANY AND ALL 



CONSENTING PARTY. THE CW HAS EXECUTED AN FD-473 AND IS 
WILLING TO TESTIFY IF NECESSARY. 

USA'S OPINION: STEVE CHAYKIN, CHIEF, CENTRAL CRIMINAL 
DIVISION, UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
OF FLORIDA, HAS BEEN ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS MATTER. 

HE CONCURS WITH THE USE OF THE RECORDING EQUIPMENT AND SEES NO 
ENTRAPMENT PROBLEMS UNDER THE GIVEN CIRCUMSTANCES. 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 






MIAMI HAS ARRANGED FOR 

A WMFO 

AGENT 




ASSIST IN THE IMMEDIATE TRANSCRIPTION OF ANY RECORDINGS MADE. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b7E 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 








*PAGE 4 (58A-MM-62892) UNCLAS 

EMERGENCY AUTHORITY WAS GRANTED BY SAC ANDREW J. DUFFIN ON 
MARCH 2, 1993. 

BT 







1 


Memorandum 



To : SAC, MIAMI (58A-MM-62892) (PC-1) (P) Date 3/9/93 


From : SA 


Subject: J RONALD H. BROWN, AKA RON BROWN; 

UNITED STATES SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; 
CFPO - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; 

HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 

00: MIAMI 


b6 

b7C 


Cap tioned investigation concerns possible corr upt 
activities by | | and RON 

BROWN which involve the government of Vietnam. Based on 
subpoenaed toll records, the followinql I numbers were 

called from I " ’ 



b3 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 















58A-MM-62892 
LC: lc 


The following 
Investigative Assistant 



was conducted by 
on March 10, 1993 


The 1992 MIAMI BRESSER's reflects the following 
subscriber information: 



The 1992 CROSS REFERENCE DIRECTORY for Fort Lauderdale 
and vicinity reflects the following subscriber information: 



fXA-mm -wffla -J7 












ft ft 


58A-MM-62892 


The 1992 GROSS REFERENCE DIRECTORY for West Palm Beach 
and vicinity reflects the following subscriber information: 


b3 

b6 

b7C 


The 1992 CROSS REFERENCE DIRECTORY for Boynton Beach 
and vicinity reflects the following subscriber information: 



irected to the attention ofl b7c 











Memorandum 





To : SAC, MIAMI (58A-MM-62892) (PC-1) (P) Date 3/10/93 


From : SAl 


b6 

b7C 


Subject: /RONALD H. BROWN, 

4 AKA RON BROWN; 

UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; 
CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; 
HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 

00: MM 


SAC authority is requested to place a pen register 
device on telephone numb ers I | 

Investigation has determined that these 
telephone number s are being used to facilitate possible corrupt 
activity by and others. 



/ 


SYNOPSIS OF INVESTIGATION 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 


3 - Miami 

(fl> 58A-MM-62892) 

(1 - 58A-MM-62892 Sub X) 
(1 - 66-3834 Sub B) 
MWL/mwl 
( 3 ) 
















ADMINISTRATIVE; 

The C W in this matter is Miami Cooperating Witness 


Supervisor Approva 


Date 3/(0_l_ ^3 








Memorandum 



SAC Miami 




(58A-MM-62892) 


3/15/93 


From :* AS AC ROGER H. WHEELER 


Subject: 


RONALD H. BROWN, 
aka Ron Brown; 

ET AL 

HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION 
00; MIAMI 


This memo will memorialize conversations that I had 
with Assistant Section Chief TIMOTHY C. PORC H, White Collar Crime 


Section, FBIHQ, and SSA 

Unit, WCC Section, on 3/1 and 3/2/93. 


Public Corruption 


On 3/1/93, Assistant Section Chief DORCH and I spoke 
regarding captioned matter and the obtaining of appropriate 
authorities for conducting consensually monitored telephone 
and/or body recorded conversations betwee n consenting party, a 

_____ Assistant Section Chief 

DORCH advised that Miami Division had telephonic consensual 
monitoring authority for | | 

concerning captioned matter which had been granted by Deputy 
Assistant Director FRED B. VERINDER and Assistant Director LARRY 
A. POTTS. This authority was granted after significant 
discussions were held between Headquarters personnel and 
Department of Justice, Public Integrity Section personnel. 

Assistant Section Chief DORCH further advised that once 
the consensual monitoring had been completed, Miami was to 
consult with Headquarters p rior to anv interview being conducted. 
He specifically stated that 

[ was not being granted or considered at this time. 

ASC DORCH further advised that all decisions regarding 
the investigation of this matter were to be made in conjunction 
with Headquarters personnel and that authority to conduct 
investigation would be granted by appropriate Headquarters 
personnel. 

At approximately 10:00 p.m. 3/1/93, I contacted ASC 
DORCH at his residence in the Greater Washington D.C. area and_ 


dA Miami (58A-MM-62892) 
"RHW/thm 


HAR t S 1993 


•I_ 

^A-pino- us>89«9- U 


b6 

b7C 











On 3/2/93 SSA telephonically contacted the 

writer and advised that the appropriate Headquarters authority 
had been obtained and the requested consensual monitoring could 
be done as soon as possible. 









Memorandum 


"I 




To 


SAC, MIAMI (58A-MM—62892) (PC-1) (P) Date 


3/12/93 


From 


SA 


b6 

b7C 


Subject: 


,/ronald h. brown, 

\ Ron Brown; 


AKA 


SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; 
CFPO - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; 
HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 
00: MM 


SAC authority is requested for telephonic consensual 
monitoring and/or recor ding of conversations between a 
Cooperating Witness (CW l and others 

yet unknown for a period of 60 days, in order to gather evidence 
in captioned investigation. 


AUSA | has been advised of the 

circumstances of this investig ation and concurs in the use of 
this technique. AUSA| [advised that entrapment would not 

appear to be a viable defense in this matter. 


Consenting party will execute an FD-472 an has agreed 
to testify in court in necessary. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 


SYNOPSIS OF INVESTIGATION 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 


2 - Miami 

MWL/crd 

(4) 


' SMilVizL9a — 19 

SEARCHED , INDEXED ^ . 

SERIALIZE oyK*- FILED 

I MAR 1 8 1993 

! f 


Ftr-f 



b6 

b7C 






consensuallv record the conversation. The purpose of the call 

(Body recorder authority 

has been granted by the Bureau). 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 



J in this matter is Miami Cooperating Witness 


Supervisor Approval pCsy 
SAC Approval 1 


kl , 


Date QC, 3/As /93 
Date 











FD-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
S3 Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 
SI Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 
SI UNCLAS 

Date 3/18/93 


FM FBI MIAMI (58A-MM-62892) (PC-1) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/ROUTINE/ 


UNCLAS 


CITE: //3460// 

PASS: TECHNICAL SERVICE DIVISION, RICHARD JOHNSON. 


SUBJECT: RONALD H. BROWN, AKA RON BROWN; UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 00:MM. 


RE TELCALL FROM SSA 


TO MIAMI ON MARCH 17, 


1991. 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU: 

THE TECHNICAL SERVICE SQUAD IN MIAMI REQUESTS ASSISTANCE 
FROM THE TECHNICAL SERVICE DIVISION IN THE INSTALLATION OF A 

FOR USE IN A CONSENSUALLY 


MONITORED 


Approved: &Xf) A9/JC /A? 


Time Received: 


MRI/JULIAN DATE: 


Original filename 


SEARCHED______*■ 

TNDEXSD -—-*- 

SERIALISED jiU---- 

T m.ET) rCU'" ___ 

, o^-ninv if SIS9P- ck( 

: OMoo/co 070 


Telprep filename: 


, QMmm all 


1 us (i 


srn ISN: 07 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 







U.S. Department of Justice 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


P. O. Box 592418, MIA 
Miami, Florida 33159 
March 19, 1993 


Honorable Janet Reno 
United States Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


Attention: 


.lc integrity/Section 


RONALD H. BROWN 
UNITED STATES SECRETARY 
OF COMMERCE; 

CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL 
PUBLIC OFFICIAL - 
EXECUTIVE LEVEL; 

HOBBS ACT 


Dear Ms. Reno: 


_ The purpo se of this communication is to confirm Mr. 

I concurrence with the use of telephonic 
consensual moni toring as a pr oper investigative tool in this 
investigation. | ^does not foresee entrapment as an 

issue in this matter. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely yours. 


ANDREW J. DUFFIN 
Special Agent in Charge 


,2=*- Addressee 

JL/- Miami I38A-MM-62892) 

MWL/crd / 

(3) GkQy 


Special 


m Charge 


SEARCHED_ 

INDEXED_ 

SERIALIZED. 

FILED^L^ 


<f*&A - ncrf} - 6 ?^^ ^ 








5$A~ Wl(Y)rJDol%tf 





b6 

b7C 











QtA-mffh Ce3&)<9 

i 















V* 










TRANSMIT VIA: 

PRECEDENCE: 

CLASSIFICATION: 

S Teletype 

□ Immediate 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ Facsimile 

□ Priority 

□ SECRET 

□ AIRTEL 

IE] Routine 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 
ffl UNCLAS 


Date 3/24/93 


FM FBI MIAMI (58A-MM-62892) (PC-1) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/ROUTINE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3460// 

PASS: WHITE COLLAR CRIME SECTION, PUBLIC CORRUPTION UNIT, SSA 


subject: Ronald h. brown, aka ron brown; united states 

SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; 00:MM. 

RE MIAMI TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED MARCH 11, 1993. 
PURPOSE: RENEWAL AUTHORITY IS REQUESTED TO UTILIZE AN 

ELECTRONIC RECORDING DEVICE TO MONITOR AND/OR RECORD PRIVATE 
CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN A COOPERATING WITNESS (CW),| 

AND OTHERS YET UNKNOWN IN 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 



Approved: ( 


Time Received: 



MRI/JULIAN DATE: 




Original filename 
Telprep filename: 

ISN: 


= OjAcniahMS - 



be 

blC 


a 


SEARCHED, 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 




4-rm - -s® 






• * 

A PAGE 2 (58A-MM-62892) UNCLAS 

CONNECTION WITH A PUBLIC CORRUPTION MATTER FOR A PERIOD OF 30 
DAYS. 

DETAILS: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOJ) APPROVAL IS 

REQUIRED BECAUSE THE INTERCEPTION RELATE TO AN INVESTIGATION 
OF MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH AT EXECUTIVE LEVEL IV OR 
ABOVE. 
















A PAGE 3 (58A-MM-62892) UNCLAS 


MIAMI INTENDS TO CONSENSUALLY MONITOR ANY AND ALL 



CONSENTING PARTY. THE CW HAS EXECUTED AN FD-473 AND IS 
WILLING TO TESTIFY IF NECESSARY. 

USA' S OPINION: STEVE CHAYKIN, CHIEF, CENTRAL CRIMINAL 
DIVISION, UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
OF FLORIDA, HAS BEEN ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS MATTER. 

HE CONCURS WITH THE USE OF THE RECORDING EQUIPMENT AND SEES NO 
ENTRAPMENT PROBLEMS UNDER THE GIVEN CIRCUMSTANCES. 
ADMINISTRATIVE: | 


MIAMI HAS ARRANGED FOR A WMFO 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b7E 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 






A PAGE 4 (58A-MM-62892) UNCLAS 


AGENT, 

ASSIST IN THE IMMEDIATE TRANSCRIPTION OF ANY RECORDINGS MADE. 
CURRENT AUTHORITY EXPIRES ON MARCH 31, 1993. 








FD-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
S Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 
□ Immediate 
I I Priority 
EE] Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 
ffl UNCLAS 

Date 3/27/93 


FM FBI MIAMI (58A-MM-62892) (PC-1) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/ROUTINE/ 


UNCLAS 


CITE: //3460// 

PASS: WHITE COLLAR CRIME SECTION, PUBLIC CORRUPTION UNIT, SSA 


SUBJECT: VRONALD H. BROWN, AKA RON BROWN; UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 00:MM. 
RE MIAMI TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED MARCH 3, 1993. 
PURPOSE: THIS IS TO APPRISE THE BUREAU OF PERTINENT 

DEVELOPMENTS IN CAPTIONED INVESTIGATION SINCE MARCH 3, 1993. 
ON MARCH 13, 1993, A MIAMI DIVISION SPECIAL AGENT, 


Approved 


BM 


Time Received: 


MRI/JULIAN DATE: 


SERiALX2ED W'. ___. 

FILED RL ____ 




Original filename 


= (sills OWcSMS 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE 


_Telprep filename: 

/ass ISN: /4 1 ^ 

ANCE: L l—Z 










^PAGE 2 (58A-MM-62892) UNCLAS 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 

b7E 


ON MARCH 21, 1993, THE COOPERATING WITNESS MADE A 


CONSENSUALLY RECORDED TELEPHONE CALL 


THIS CONVERSATION WAS RECORDED IN 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


FULL 







A PAGE 3 (58A-MM-62892) UNCLAS 



SPECIAL AGENT 


RECORDED CONVERSATIONS, 


WMFO 


TO ASSIST IN TRANSCRIBING 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


INVESTIGATION CONTINUING 









FD-621 (Rev. 4-12-89) (Nontelephom^^^ 


S ’A> 


Jr 



Usage Report) 


♦ 


AIRTEL 


From: SAC, 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
MIAMI (58A-KMr62892) (PC-1) (P) Date; 4/21/93 


To: DIRECTOR, FBI 

Attn: ELSUR Index 


Subjed: R0HMjD BR0 «N, AKA RON BRO'i'IN ; 
N O.S. SECRETARY OP COMMERCE; 
CFPO- EXECUTIVE BRANCH; 

OO: MIAMI 


_Emergency Authority. Re _ FD-759 to FBIHQ dated __ 

captioned as above. 

XXX Routine Authority. Re___1_ to FBIHQ 

dated_ and Bu___to_ 

dated_ captioned as above. 

NOTE: If no confirming communication received from FBIHQ in response to 
your request for routine use of a nontelephonic consensual monitoring device, mark below: 

_No confirming communication received from FBIHQ to date. 

The following information relates to the use of the equipment: 

XXX its use provided information which corroborated or assisted in 
corroborating the allegation or suspicion. 

_It was used, but no information of value was obtained. 

_It was not used. 

(Only one of the above applies) 

Complete and submit within 30 days of expiration of each and every period 
of authorization granted for nontelephonic consensual monitoring by either the SAC, DOJ or 
FBIHQ-CID (whether an initial or a subsequent authorization), and for each extension 
or renewal thereof. 

Transmit to FBIHQ in a sealed brown envelope labeled "Director, FBI, ELSUR 
Index, FBIHQ." 


2 - Bureau 

/TV58A-MM-62892 (Field Office Elsur Case Sub File) 

V-58A~MMsE 2.892~^ (Field Office Optional) 

SUB X 


MWLsig 

(4) 



jfeftRCBSb_ 

t& - 

- 


gfi- mm - " 











Memorandum 




SAC, M g:AMI (58A—MM-6289t 
ATTN: STi 


Date 4/7/93 


Subject: 


SAVANNAH INFORMATION RESOURCES CENTER (SIRC) 
PUBLIC SOURCE UNIT 

REQUEST #2452 


Enclosed are copies of Public Source printouts and a 
questionnaire/reply form. It is requested that this 
questionnaire/reply form be completed and returned to the SIRC. 


Shou] 

was handled by[ 


)e necessary, this r equest 


This is a brief synopsis of results of inquiries which 
were conducted through the Public Source Systems, regarding the 
above captioned subject. 

Query of Irevealed most recent credit 

inquiry oc curred on 1/93 at l ~l 

I Address update located no new address, 
is also using the same SSAN as subject. 

All other searches were negative. 


2 - Miami 

Q?. 58 Squad Super visor 

i i 

1 - Sire 


A- 


1 L.AUZLD . L .I 


A Pi": 








, Savannah Informati^P Technology Center 
CSITC) i« 

\-®4| PU3UC information REQUEST FORM 

220 East Bryan Street ! f • 

Savannah, Georgia 31401 
( PO Box 336 31402) ! 

?! 

# Cocmerical or FTS 912-944-0824, - 0828 
' FAX: 912-231-1076 FAX: 912-231-0974 


TO: FBI, SAVANNAH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CENTER 


Drug Related: Yes O No^ 


Requestor: 


SEARCH CRITJ 
flame - Last:_ 



IPhone #: 

i 


'-to 


\ • SV 5CTC Use^ Only:' ' " V ‘ " o 

•v; Date/Time In: 3' oHo 1Q3Q 
;; .Datc/Tim'c Out: 'jZfc/ZLjLSJz. ' 3/Hz. 

v. • <- .i5alabase(s) .Used: 

-4. - -SA T&qy . ... 

St. y Lir.wV.^ '5. . "Titties • 

• YY\M __ • "• .-6. C-Q _ . 

4 ’ * a ... * • 

/•Handled By; _ 

. /Request /Response Type: _ 

••..Telephone Number:_ ’ 


Office: AM, UCFN;; 
Precedence: ROUTINE 




Middle: 




Residence - Street Address[ 
Business - Street Address:, 



Sex:_ DOB1: 


City /State:! 




City/Slatc:, 


SSAN: 


Phone: 


Business 


ri. 

D 4 
D 5 
D 6 
D 7 
D 8 
0/9 
^Sio 
J3"il 
^Ert-2 

/0i3 

-B^i4 


D 15 

o 16 


DESIRED SEARCH PARAMETERS (Please check only those that arc needed.) 
. Locate Business/Person ;(_ U.S. - State) 

. Determine All Individuals Associated with Social Security Number 
. Determine Who is Associated with Telephone Number(s) 

. Determine Address of Business/Person (- U.S. - S cJ 6 ! \ 

. Determine Property Ownqd by Individual (- U.S. - stare; 

,. Determine Who Owns Property Listed Above 
'. Determine Who Resides at Address Listed Above 
I. Uniform Commercial Code; (- U.S. - State) 

i. Corporate/Limited Partnership Records (-_ u - s - —stare; 

). Bankruptcy (_ State; - Areas of Availability are Limited) 

L. Judgements (’ _ State - Areas of Availability are Limited) 

>. Lawsuits (_ State t Areas of Availability are Limited) 

j. Liens (_ State — Areas of Availability are Limited) 

1. Notice of Loan Default _ . . 

?. Security 6 Exchange Commission Filings 

5. Search All i| 


State) 


REPLY FROM; FBI, SAVANNAH IffORMTION TECHNOLOGY (BITER 

TO: SAC, /U jftWV-- 

ATTENTION; I __— 

Based on search criteria, marked records, axe attached: 

.XPossible. Identifiable Records 

Other Peripheral Information 

- Brief Synopsis of 'Information Found 

- No Information of Value Found 


rj'w: no _ 

SUI.U1Zl.D- 


-IN:\' r X"0- 
_FiLuD — 


MftS 0 8 ®; 


1-tii-llC SAVANNAH 











Memorandum 



To 


SAC, MIAMI (58A—MM—62892) (P) (PC-I) Date 4/11/93 


From : 


SA 


Subject: ,/RONALD H. BROWN; 

CFPO-EXECUTIVE; 
HOBBS ACT; 

00: MM 


b6 

b7C 


The purpose of this memo is to request navment of 
(includes $3.00 bank money order fee) in 


These lines are being utilized to maintain pen 


line charges, 

register equipment associated with captioned matter. 


& 


b7E 



is rterfd. 



APR 1 2 1993 

F*~.| — I I 

_LS 






FD-36 (Rev. 11-17-88) 




FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
E AIRTEL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 4/22/93 


PRECEDENCE: 
ED Immediate 
ED Priority 
ED Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 


TO 


r»TT?T?(-Tm? FRT ( Rft ) 

(Attn: ssj|_| PUBLIC 

CORRUPTION UNIT, ROOM 3841) 


b6 

b7C 


FROM 


: /SAC, MIAMI (58A-MM-62892) (P) (PC-1) 


SUBJECT 


: /RONALD H. BROWN, 
v AKA RON BROWN; 

UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; 
CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; 
HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 

00: MM 



RE Miami teletype to the Director dated 3/27/93. 

Enclosed are the o riginal and one copy of a Federal 
Grand Jury Subpoena served on | | 


The purpose of this communication is to apprise the 
Bureau of pertinent developments in captioned investigation 
since March 27, 1993 and to provide the enclosed executed 
grand jury subpoena for return of service. 


2 - Bureau (Enc. 2) 
Miami 
MWL/mwl 
(4) 


Approved: 


SfSARCKXS. 

SBEOgS 


SgftlAZiifrgP, 


K 


3 £ 


FILED. 


Transmitted 


Per 


V 


(Number) (Time) 











(58A—MM-62892) 


As directed by the Bureau, Miami has temporarily 
discontinued active investigation of this matter. When 
authorized by the Bureau, Miami is prepared to conduct 
interviews and set all leads necessary to verify the CW's 
allegations. 










Memorandum 



To : SAC, MIAMI (58A—MM—62892) (P) (PC-1) Date 4/22/93 


From : SAl 


Subject: RONALD H. BROWN; 

CFPO-EXECUTIVE; 
HOBBS ACT; 

00: MM 


b6 

b7C 


The purpose of this memo is to reques t payment of 


Jincludes $3.00 bank money order fee) ii| 
line charges. These lines are being utilized to maintain pen 
register equipment associated with captioned matter. 


b7E 


2 - MIAMI 









t 



U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


P.O. BOX 592418, MIA 
Miami, Florida 33159 
May 6, 1993 


b3 

b6 

b7C 


Dear Sir: 

This is to advise that the Trap & Trace on the below 
listed telephone number(s) should be discontinued: 


b3 


Sincerely yours, 

Andrew J. Duffin 
Special Agent In Charge 


By: 


Supervisory Special Agent 


b6 

b7C 


2^- Addressee 
*3/- Miami 

05“ 58A-MM-62892) 
(1 - 6 6-4582) 

(1 - sal 

RJR:vs *- 

( 5 ) 


I 



b6 

b7C 














U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


P.O. BOX 592418, MIA 
Miami, Florida 33159 
May 6, 1993 



Sincerely yours, 

Andrew J. Duffin 
Special Agent In Charge 


supervisory special Agent 


b6 

b7C 


2 - Addressee 
"3j - Miami 

- 58A-MM-62892) 
(1 - 66 -4582) 

(1 - SA | 

RJRtVS - 

( 5 ) 


SE/HMLdPi 











FD-36 (Rev. 11-17-88) 


FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 
EH Immediate 
EH Priority 
EH Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 
SECRET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
UNCLAS E F T O 
UNCLAS 

Date 5/6/93 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (66-19235) 

(ATTN: TECHNICAL SERVICES DIVISION, 

OPERATIONAL SUPPORT UNIT) 

FROM : SAC, MIAMI (66-4490) 

SUBJECT : PEN REGISTER USAGE 

In accordance with MIOG, Part II, Section 10-10.7, 
the following pen register information is being furnished. 


2 - Bureau 
Miami 

(£5>58A-MM-62892) 
(1-66-4490) _ 


[ 


S3j&£CH3D_ 


(1-SA 
RJR:vs 


Approved: 


b6 

_b7C 


Transmitted 


] b3 

?fTrRTl - fP> ■_— 

MAY 1 A 1993 

P. .- _ FT.I - MI.Vj L 


(Number) (Time) 











FD-36 (Rev. 11-17-88) 


FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 
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CLASSIFICATION: 
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SECRET 
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Date 5/6/93 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (66-19235) 

(ATTENTION: TECHNICAL SERVICES DIVISION, 

OPERATIONAL SUPPORT UNIT) 

FROM : SAC, MIAMI (66-4582) 

SUBJECT : TRAP & TRACE USAGE 

In accordance with MIOG, Part II, Section 10-10.7, 
the following trap/trace information is being furnished. 


b3 


2, - Bureau (66-19235) 
- Miami 

(2^r58A-MM—62892) 
(1-66 -4582) 

(1-SA 
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U.S. Department of Justice 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


P.O. Box 592418, 
Miami, Florida 33159 
May 6, 1993 


Dear Sir: 


b3 

b6 

b7C 


This is to advise that the below-listed leased 
circuit(s) and lFB's on corresponding target telephone and 
address should be terminated on the respective date(s): 

TARGETS LEASED DATE OF 

TELEPHONE ADDRESS CIRCUITS DISCONNECT 
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b6 

b7C 


It is further requested that the Trap and Traces 
associated with the above numbers aslo be discontinued. 


Sincerely, 

Andrew J. Duffin 
Special Agent in Charge 


By: |___ I 

Supervisory Special Agent 
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Addressee 

Miami ££>- 58A-MM-62892) 
(1 - 66-4582) 

- 66-44££j_ 
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FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

S Teletype 
EH Facsimile 
□ AIRTEL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 
m UNCLAS 

Date 5/25/93 


PRECEDENCE: 

CLASSIFICATION: 

m 

Immediate 

□ 

TOP SECRET 

□ 

Priority 

□ 

SECRET 

□ 

Routine 

□ 

CONFIDENTIAL 


FM FBI MIAMI (58A-MM-62892) (PC-1) (C) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3460// 

PASS: WHITE COLLAR CRIME SECTION. PUBLIC CORRUPTION UNIT. SSA 

' b6 

I b7C 


/ 

SUBJECT: ^RONALD H. BROWN, AKA RON BROWN, UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 00:MM. 

RE MIAMI AIRTEL TO THE DIRECTOR DATED APRIL 22, 1993 AND 
TELCALL FROM SSAI 


TO MIAMI ON MAY 25, 1993. 


AS NOTED IN REFERENCED AIRTEL AND AS DIRECTED BY THE 
BUREAU, MIAMI DISCONTINUED ACTIVE INVESTIGATION OF THIS MATTER 
AS OF APRIL 22, 1993. 


Approv 


Time Received: 



Original filename: 
Telprep filename: 





MRI/JULIAN DATE: 
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NVh ISN: l 

i 

: L f&A-rm-leZ&ia-i 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 
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A PAGE 2 (58A- 

AS DISCUSSED IN REFERENCED TELCALL BETWEEN SSAl 

_, FBIHQ, AND SSA | | MIAMI DIVISION, ON 

MAY 9, 1993, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE 
DIVISION, FBIHQ, DIRECTED THAT CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION IN 
CAPTIONED MATTER BE CLOSED. 

THEREFORE MIAMI IS CLOSING THIS MATTER WITH THIS 
COMMUNICATION. 

BT 
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b7C 










L. A. Potts 


4/30/93 


Mr. Verinder 


RONALD BROWN, 

AKA RON BROWN; 

UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; 
CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; 
HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 

OO: MIAMI (58A-MM-62892) 


PURPOSE : To provide a review of captioned investigation and 
request authority to close this matter. 

RECOMMENDATION ; That the Assistant Director authorize the 
closing of captioned matter. 


DETAILS : On 2/20/93, Miami Division received information from a 

reliable informant indicating Secretary Brown might be invo lved 
in accepting illegal payme nts I I Miami 

identified and interviewed! 
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1 - Mr. 

Potts 

1 - Mr. 

i ' i 

1 - Mr. 

venncter 

1 - Mr. 



A. - Mr. 



1)- Mr. 



1' - Mr. 
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Memorandum from Mr. Verinder to L. A. Potts 

Re: Ronald Brown, AKA Ron Brown; United States Secretary of 

Commerce; Corruption of Federal Public Officials - Executive 
Branch; Hobbs Act - Extortion; OO: Miami 
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FROM ^FIITE-COLLAR-CRIME 

O • *- 
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Memorandum from Mr. Verinder to L. A, Potts 

Re: Ronald Brown, AKA Ron Brown; United States Secretary of 

Commerce; Corruption of Federal Public officials - Executive 
Branch; Hobbs Act - Extortion; OO: Miami 

Further investigation into this matter would require a 

direct approach! ______| 

I .| The likelihood of 

success of such an approach is believed to be minimal and risks 
exposing this entire investigation. Based on the limited 
positive information developed to date, and the lack of a 
reasonable expectation of achieving evidence through overt 

investigation, further investigation is no longer justified. 

Miami will continue to maintain contact with the cooperating 
witness and monitor ! I If any 

positive information is developed or an opportunity arises for 
additional covert investigation, authority to re-open this matter 
will be requested. At this time, however, it is recommended that 
captioned matter be closed. 

Media inquiry into this matter has been minimal with 
questions being posed exclusively to the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
in the Southern District of Florida. The USAO has not commented 
on the matter, and it appears that media interest has dissolved. 
No inquiries have been directed toward the FBI. 

The Department of Justice, Public Integrity Section 
(DOJ, PIS), has been kept fully appraised of the details of this 
investigation. Based on the facts and investigation conducted to 
date, DOJ, PIS, concerns with the recommendation to close this 
matter. Based on your approval, a confirming letter will be 
forwarded to DOJ. 
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00 FBIMM FBIHO 
OERUCNFB #0239 1M62256 
trn UUUUU 
0 262138Z MAY 93 
FM DIRECTOR FBI 

TO FBI MIAMI (S8A-MM-62892)/1MMKDIATE/ 

FBI HOUSTON/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //06?2// 

i- ■ 

SUBJECT: VKONALD H. BROWN ■, AKA RON BROWN, UNITED STATES SECRETARY 
OF COMMERCE; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS - EXECUTIVE 
BRANCH; HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 00: MIAMI. 

REBUTEt.CAL BETWEEN SUPERVISORY SPECIAL AGENT (SSA) 

PUBLIC CORRUPTION UNIT (PCU), AND SSAl 


MIAMI 


ON B/26/93. 

v BASED ON A REQUEST FROM THE DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE (DOJ), 
MIAMI IS REQUESTED TO RE-OPEN CAPTIONED MATTER AS A PRELIMINARY 
INQUIRY. AS DISCUSSED IN REFERENCE PHONE CONVERSATION, MIAMI 
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FBI HEADQUARTERS 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 
WHITE-COLLAR CRIMES SECTION 
FAX NUMBER: (202) 324-6492 


PRECEDENCE: 


TCfc -SftC, lUtOau' Ms, 

FROM: FfS lfy'CP PC U 


# of pages including this one: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


6/3/93 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 







Memorandum 



To : 


SAC, MIAMI (58A-MM-62892) (PC-1) (P) Date 6/10/93 


From : 


Subject: 


RONALD H. BROWN, aka 
Ron Brown, 

SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; 
CFPO - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; 
HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 
00:MM 


SAC authority is requested for tel ephonic consensual 
monitoring and r ecording of conversations of | ~ 

| and any other unknown individuals associated in 
captioned matter for a period of 60 days. 

The above consenting party is willing to testify in 
court in furtherance of above monitoring and has provided written 
consent. 


Assistant Attorney General |_| 

Public Integrity Section, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, concurs in 
the use of this technique. No entrapment is involved in the use 
of this technique. 
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SAC Approval 
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Oral Approval Granted 5 
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Date 6/14/93 


FM FBI MIAMI (58A-MM-62892) (PC-1) (P) 

TO FBI LOS ANGELES/PRIORITY/ 


UNCLAS 


CITE: //3460// 


PASS: SSA 


SUBJECT: "^RONALD H. BROWN, AKA RON BROWN; UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - EXECUTIVE BRANCH; HOBBS ACT - EXTORTION; 00: MM. 

FOR INFORMATION OF LOS ANGELES, CAPTIONED INVESTIGATION 
INVOLVES ALLEGATIONS THAtI 


NEGOTIATED AN EXCLUSIVE LOBBYING CONTRACT FOR RONALD H. 
BROWN'S LAW FIRM 



FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 














b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


LOS ANGELES DIVISION AT SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 




















"PAGE 3 (58A—MM—62892) UNCLAS 

LOS ANGELES IS REQUESTED TO CONTINUE TO ASSIST MIAMI IN 


AND TO 


COORDINATE THE MAKING OF THESE CALLS WITH MIAMI. THE PURPOSE 


OF THOSE CALLS WILL 





SAC AUTHORITY FOR TELEPHONIC 


CONSENSUAL RECORDING WAS GRANTED BY SAC, MIAMI 


_| VERBAL AUTHORITY WAS GRANTED BY MIAMI ASAC 

LOS ANGELES SHOULD FORWARD ALL 

ORIGINAL TAPE RECORDINGS TO MIAMI FOR MAINTENANCE. QUESTIONS 
REGARDING THIS INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO SA 

_MIAMI TELEPHONE NUMBER (305) 787-6457. 

FURTHER INFORMATION AND LEAD INFORMATION TO FOLLOW. 









